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when the members of the so-called lowest caste rub pieces
of wood from a dirty foul smelling dog-trough or swine-
trough ? Further, when crossing takes place between the
members of different castes, do not the children in all cases
take after the mother as well as the father, and are we not
able to assign them to their proper parents ? Is it not other-
wise with brutes among which the crossing of a mare with
an ass produces a mule ? What support then is there for
supposing the existence of different species among mankind?
On the contrary the good sense of the Brahmans themselves
proves that it is the ethical worth of an individual that
confers superiority. For in distributing alms they prefer an
ethically good-natured man, even when he may exhibit no
distinguishing marks, nay even when he may not have gone
through the initiatory ceremony known as " second-birth."
Accordingly it follows that, while it is possible to obtain
-exact information concerning the purity or impurity of an
individual^ conduct, no exact information can be obtained
as regards birth and descent.

In plants, insects, quadrupeds, snakes, fishes, and birds
the marks that constitute the species are abundant, whereas
amongst men this is not the case. Neither the hair, nor
the formation of the skull, nor the colour of the skin, nor
the vocal organ, nor any other part of the body exhibits any
specific differences. By birth and descent all men are
alike. They become different only through differences in
occupation, and they are designated accordingly. Some
are called husbandmen, some artisans, some merchants,
some kings, some robbers, some priests, and so on. In
one and the same caste different members follow different
professions. Have we not among the Brahmans physicians ;

necromancers ; musicians ; merchants ; agriculturists owning
cattle, poultry and slaves ; wealthy landholders who give
much wealth as the portion of their daughters, and receive
much when their sons are married; butchers who kill
animals and sell their flesh ; those that provide gratification
for the lusb of others ; those who tell lucky hours ; those
who sit dharana ', those who live like savages in the wilder-
ness ; those who get their livelihood after the manner of
those who break into houses to steal; beggars with long